


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 4TH JUNE 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors M Pomeroy (Chairman), I Suter (Vice Chairman) (IS) R Leadbeater (RL) R McNamara (RM), K Ridout (KR) Unitary Councillor S Murcer, the Clerk D Green. 
In addition, there were three members of the public present. 
1212. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None received. 
1213. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1214 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 7th May 2026 were approved.
1215. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman noted: 
· DAPTC AGM - voting pursuant to the AGM held on 30th May 2026. The PC is being asked to register a vote in respect of three motions:

· Statement of Reasonable Expectations – support to be given despite concerns previously raised
· The legal responsibility of PC’s to fund the cost of closed churchyards – abstention to be registered 
· Private rental housing – financial unviability of energy & condition standards – abstention to be registered

· AGE Friendly Dorset – suggestion that a guest speaker could be asked to attend the next PC meeting with a view to establishing Shillingstone as a ‘pilot’ location for ‘age friendly’ policies. Unanimously agreed. 

· Allotment Plots – all now let & full rents collected. The untidiness of some allotments was commented on. The Clerk explained that it had been very difficult since Covid-19 to enforce acceptable cultivation policies, although the new contract in place makes this very clear. There has also been no-one on the waiting list for a long time and re-letting plots had gone through a very difficult phase until recently. 
1216. PUBLIC SESSION
Lesley Gasson raised a number of issues: 
· Church Roof – is in a poorer state than originally thought and will repair more expensive repairs because further cracking has been noted. The church remains open at present. The PCC has agreed to hold copies of the refreshed Neighbourhood Plan for inspection
· Bee-keeping Training Centre – has a successful open day launch. The School are interested in using the facility. The possibility of a mirror because of the sightline issue when emerging from Holloway onto the A357 was mentioned. 
A resident raised the issue of the Recreation Ground Gate being left open for two days – the reason for this was unknown. The spaying of weeds around some seating has been very poor and killed a lot of grass.
1217. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer noted:
· Local Authority Ward Boundary Commission - has completed its review but there are no changes for Shillingstone
· Fly-tipping – there have been a number of incidents around Okeford Fitzpaine of what appear to be building materials. There is a concern that charges at waste sites may encouraging this but there is not any firm evidence
· Planning Training –Cllr Murcer has asked Dorset Council if the training materials which are very useful, can be shared with Councillors. The particularly interesting areas are ‘pre-determination’, pecuniary & other interests and material objections
· Holy Rood Church – Tree Preservation Order – this matter will now be considered by the Northern Area Planning Committee at its meeting on 30th June. 
· Flood Prevention work – action being taken at Rivers Corner and Kings Stag
· Poor Service examples – Cllr Murcer asked that examples of poor service by Dorset Council – such as failures to receive a written response – are reported to him for further action 
1218. CLERKS RESIGNATIN
The Chairman reported that the Clerk David Green had decided to retire from the Council. It was agreed that a working group would be formed to advertise the vacancy with the DAPTC and in the Blackmore Vale Magazine, and that it would for 12 hours a week. There may be some re-arrangement of roles depending upon the new Clerks circumstances. 
1219. FOOTPATH OFFICER REPORT
The Footpath Officer was not present and a report had not been received. 
1220. AUGUSTAN AVENUE FOOTBALL AREA
It was agreed to defer a decision concerning this proposal to a later meeting. 
1221. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
The Chairman noted that the submitted plan meets all the legal requirements for submission to the examiner. The Consultation period will run from 12th June to 31st July; copies of the refreshed plan will be placed in Sturminster Newton Library and in Holy Rood Church. 
1222. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Highways – Anti-flood measures have been discussed with the Environment Agency. It may be possible to install cross drains to divert run off in problem locations. This work would require a business plan to be put together for Highways attention. 
1223. STANDING ORDERS REVIEW

Consideration of these will be deferred to a later meeting. 
1224. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no new applications to consider. A report concerning the Lime Kiln House shed proposal had been logged on the planning portal. 
1225. FINANCES
i)     a) Accounting Statements and the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/2026 were AGREED and signed by the Chair. The Internal Audit report was noted. 
b) There were no Conflicts of Interest with external auditors BDO and a statement to this effect was signed. 
 ii) Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	

	05/05/2026
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	£             315.60
	Weed Control 

	05/05/2026
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	£             466.66
	Mowing

	06/05/2026
	Hags--SMP Ltd
	£               60.00
	Carriage charge 

	08/05/2026
	PCC Shillingstone
	£             750.00
	Parish Mag grant 

	08/05/2026
	PCC Shillingstone
	£             250.00
	Churchyard Grant 

	08/05/2026
	The Blackmore Vale Charity
	£             250.00
	Vale Pantry grant 

	18/05/2026
	David Green
	£               44.09
	Expenses April 2026

	18/05/2026
	Wessex Internet Limited
	£                 1.20
	Wi-fi access charge

	18/05/2026
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	£                 4.75
	Service charge

	18/05/2026
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	£             278.10
	Mowing/Strimming

	26/05/2026
	E Brecknock
	£              160.00
	Cleaning

	28/05/2026
	David Green
	£              849.69
	May 2026 pay

	28/05/2026
	SSE
	£                71.38
	Pavilion Electricity



b) Clerks Expenses – expenses of £ 31.00 were approved
1226. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

The Cricket Club had on request, carried out strimming around the wooden play equipment. There were no other issues reported. 

1227. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	06/05/2026
	[bookmark: _Hlk231193068]Cyril Allen
	Shillingstone Cross

	13/05/2026
	Climate & Ecological Emergency Support 
	Climate and Nature Action Support Group 18 May 12.30pm and notes from April meeting

	14/05/2026
	Dorset Climate Action Network
	Dorset COP 2026 - Workshops, Rooms and Exhibition Space

	15/05/2026
	Dorset Highway
	TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF VARIOUS ROADS, OKEFORD FITZPAINE

	20/05/2026
	Dorset Highways
	TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF VARIOUS ROADS, OKEFORD FITZPAINE-suspension of closure

	27/05/2026
	DAPTC
	Parish Council Survey 2025 - Overview

	27/05/2026
	DAPTC
	New Date for the DAPTC 2025 AGM – 10am Saturday 30 May 2026

	01/06/2026
	DC Spatial Planning 
	Confirmation - submitted plan meets all the
legal requirements at this stage



Shillingstone Cross – it was noted that the Cross Head, which was a replacement, had been removed for safety reasons some 10 years earlier. There was no agreement with the diocese to relocate this to the Churchyard and it had been donated to Blandford Museum. 

It was agreed that whilst the Cross pillar is unsightly the Parish Council does not have the resources or time to take on the restoration of this or to seek its removal. If a members of the community wish to take on the restoration of the pillar as a project the Parish Council would not oppose this. 

1228. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· AGE Friendly Dorset speaker 
· Clerk Recruitment update
· Standing Orders review
· Augustan Avenue Football area review
· Business Plan update 

1229. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 2nd July 2026 at 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.00
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